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close without our emphatic testimony to its literary and bibliographical 
merit. On its first announcement, we supposed that it was designed 
chiefly as a medium for advertisements. It is, indeed, rich in adver- 
tisements ; but they are given in each number, not to the exclusion of, 
but in addition to, a tolerable magazine-full of materials of sterling 
worth, — letters from abroad, literary intelligence, notes and queries 
with their answers, and book-notices prepared with unusual care and 
judgment. This is, so far as we know, the only periodical in the coun- 
try devoted to books as such, and it therefore comes in to fill a real 
void, and to meet an actual need. It is edited with very great skill 
and in excellent taste, and we would bespeak, as we anticipate, for it 
an extensive and rapidly increasing circulation. 



31. — The History of the Civil War in America; comprising a full 
and impartial Account of the Origin and Progress of the Rebellion, 
of the various Naval and Military Engagements, of the Heroic Deeds 
performed by Armies and Individuals, and of Touching Scenes in 
the Field, the Camp, the Hospital, and the Cabin. By John S. C. 
Abbott, Author of " Life of Napoleon," " History of the French 
Revolution," " Monarchies of Continental Europe," etc. Illustrated 
with Maps, Diagrams, and numerous Steel Engravings of Battle 
Scenes, from Original Designs by Daelet, and other eminent 
Artists, and Portraits of Distinguished Men. Vol. I. New York : 
Henry Bill. 1863. 8vo. pp. 507. 

Mr. Abbott seems to us the best historiographer that could have 
been selected for a popular history of our great civil war. His in- 
dustry in collecting materials is fully equalled by his skill in fusing 
them into a connected narrative. His style is easy, free, and animated. 
He is as " impartial " as one can be who loves his country, and ab- 
hors treason and slavery ; and we should be sorry to see a history by 
any Northern man not thus qualified. This volume, which reaches 
to the autumn of 1861, gives the best promise for those that shall suc- 
ceed it. It is sufficiently full in detail, abounds in typical incident and 
characteristic anecdote, and is singularly perspicuous in those parts 
of the narrative in which rapid movements and the close pressure of 
events concurrent in time, but remote from one another in space, 
might easily create confusion. One important feature of the work de- 
serves all praise, namely, the maps and diagrams. These are sup- 
plied wherever they are needed, and they are drawn with remarkable 
distinctness, — the names of places being printed in capitals in the 
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clearest type. The numerous portraits, too, though not in a high style 
of art, are singularly lifelike, and, except in the faces veiled by a pro- 
fuse moustache, give us the features and expression as distinctly as they 
could be rendered by the sun in a series of photographs. 



32. — In the Tropics. By a Settler in Santo Domingo. With an 
Introductory Notice, by Richard B. Kimball, Author of " St. 
Leger," " Undercurrents," etc. New York : Carleton. 1863. 12mo. 
pp. 306. 

This is the narrative of an enterprising young man, who preferred a 
life of productive industry to the precarious chances of mercantile em- 
ployment in the city of New York, and new land in St. Domingo to any 
land within his purchasing capacity in our Western States. He relates 
with how little capital and labor, with what prompt, profuse, and readily 
marketable returns, and under what favorable conditions of situation 
and climate, he made his essay at husbandry between the tropics. The 
story is told with ease and vivacity ; the incidental sketches of the au- 
thor's neighbors, associates, and helpers are vivid, with no small measure 
of dramatic interest ; and there is also a good deal of scenery-painting 
by a hand too well skilled to be new at the work. The book is full of 
life, and is not unlikely to turn some little of the better portion of the 
emigrating tide toward the sunny land which it represents as so very 
charming. 

33. — The Soul of Things ; or, Psychometric Researches and Discov- 
eries. By William and Elizabeth M. F. Denton. Boston : 
Walker, Wise, & Co. 1863. 12mo. pp. 370. 

The theory of this book is, that every material substance retains im- 
pressions of all persons, beings, and objects that have ever been in jux- 
taposition with it or sustained any relation to it ; that this record of its 
entire history, including human character and experiences, remains for- 
ever legible ; and that the power of reading such records — if not latent 
in all — exists in some human organisms. This power is termed psy- 
chometry. A familiar instance is the determination of a person's char- 
acter and history from holding in the hand a specimen of his writing 
There are so many facts of this class alleged on authority worthy of 
respect, as to demand philosophical investigation. The volume now in 
our hands contains a most formidable array of such facts ; but in order 
to judge of their credibility we need to know something of the authors. 



